Saturday 7th August: Tango Siempre and Dancers
From virtuoso displays of traditional tango dance in stunning costumes to the exquisite sounds of
1930’s Buenos Aires and the powerful Nuevo Tango music of Astor Piazzolla, Tango Siempre
transports you on a breath-taking journey into the heart of Tango Argentino.
Tango Siempre are the UK’s leading music tango ensemble, described by the Sunday Times as “…an
effortless fusion of Latin Passion and jazz virtuosity”. They will be joined by four world class
tango dancers. Tango Siempre's dancers and musicians have previously appeared in the hit West End
show Midnight Tango, BBC Strictly, The One Show, Zingzillas, ITV Surprise Surprise and Radio 3 In
Tune.
"Here is the tango, raw, intoxicating, speaking with its true voice."- Financial Times
“intense, epic and beautiful” - Independent on Sunday
“a brilliant fusion of tango, jazz and roots" - The Guardian
"simply electrifying... major virtuosity shines throughout” – The Scotsman
Tango Siempre are unique in having three composer/arrangers within the band. Their critically
acclaimed music combines authenticity and innovation, in original compositions and in classic works
that they have transcribed and arranged from historical recordings of the great Argentinian
orchestras and of Astor Piazzolla’s Nuevo Tango ensembles.

Sunday 8th August: Fenella Humphreys (violin) and Cara Berridge (‘cello)
Winner of the 2018 BBC Music Magazine Instrumental Award, Fenella Humphreys is one of the UK’s
most established and versatile violinists. She has won critical admiration and audience acclaim with
the lyrical grace and intensity of her playing.
Fenella will be joined for this concert by the acclaimed ‘cellist Cara Berridge, who graduated from the
Royal College of Music in 2002 with First Class Honours and continued her studies as the Amaryllis
Fleming Scholar, receiving her Postgraduate Diploma and Advanced Diploma with Distinction in 2003
and 2004. Since then, she has developed a distinguished career as a soloist, as well as being the
founder of the award-winning Sacconi Quartet.

The programme is based around two of
Bach’s solo works. The first half ends with
the emotional Cello Suite No 5, which is
most famous for its intimate sarabande,
played by Yo-Yo Ma at the site of the
World Trade Centre on September 11,
2002 to mark the first anniversary of the
attack. After the interval we hear the
Violin Partita No 3, the last of Bach’s six
solo Violin Sonatas and Partitas. The rest
of the programme is music written for violin and ‘cello duo, ending with Ravel’s 1920 sonata.

Monday 9th August: Galliard Wind Ensemble

Former BBC New Generation Artists, the Galliard Ensemble is established as one of Britain's leading
chamber groups, with repertoire ranging from Mozart and Beethoven to Berio and Birtwistle.
The Galliard Ensemble is known for its virtuosic, entertaining and distinctive performance style and
its recordings have been widely praised; the Sunday Times, BBC Music Magazine, Gramophone and
BBC Radio 3 have all selected a Galliard Ensemble CD as "outstanding" or as a Critics' Choice.
Currently in its 27th year, the ensemble has performed in many of the world’s leading venues and
festivals, including the Wigmore Hall, South Bank Centre, Bridgewater Hall, Sage Gateshead and at
the BBC Proms. They have also performed in Portugal, Spain, France, Ireland and Slovenia and are
frequently broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and around the World.
Wind players have claimed the great outdoors as their stage for centuries. Come and join us in the
Winchfield marquee for an outdoors-inspired programme of musical favourites. We will explore how
nature has affected music for wind ensemble since Mozart’s time, when we would have mingled with
the scent of flowers and the buzz of bees as we played at household garden parties and dances. And
then let us take you
further back in time to
the Dark Ages, with
jousting knights and
hunting, before ending up
with a tour of the West
Country’s greatest folk
tunes.

Tuesday 10th August: Heather Cairncross and David Newton

“I am not overstating it to suggest this recording is absolutely exceptional. No ifs or buts, it is
as good as any vocal album I have heard for a very long time. Just superb!” Barry Claire, Just
Jazz Magazine
In over 25 years as a singer, Heather Cairncross has worked with some of the great musicians
of the age, performing concerts everywhere from La Scala to Carnegie Hall. For ten years she
sang with the Swingle Singers, and she has specialised in contemporary music, working with
composers, including Steve Reich and Luciano Berio.
For this concert she will be joined by David Newton (piano), one of the most versatile and
gifted pianists on the jazz scene, and 16 times winner of Best UK Jazz Pianist award. Dave
played to great acclaim at the 2012 Winchfield Festival. For this concert Heather and Dave
will be joined by Tom Farmer on the bass and Sebastiaan de Krom (who also played at the
2012 Winchfield Festival) on the drums.

Wednesday 11th August: Robert Plane (Clarinet) and the Solem String Quartet

Robert Plane is one of the UK’s best-know clarinettists. He made his BBC Proms debut at the
Royal Albert Hall in 2011 with Simon Holt’s double concerto ‘Centauromachy’, and he won
the Gramophone Award for his account of Finzi’s Concerto. He is joined tonight by the Solem
Quartet, which has established itself as one of the most innovative and adventurous
quartets of its generation, presenting daring feats of virtuosity within thoughtfully curated
programmes.

The programme for this concert is based round two wonderful but contrasting Clarinet
Quintets. The first by Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, written in 1895 when Coleridge-Taylor, aged
20, was a student at the Royal College of Music. His tutor, Sir Charles Stanford, claimed that
no composer writing a contemporary Clarinet Quintet could escape the influence of Brahms’
fine example. It took Coleridge-Taylor just two months to prove him wrong, but this brilliant
work has been sadly undervalued ever since. The second Quintet is Mozart’s A major
quintet. Written just over 100 years earlier, in 1789, this masterpiece is one of the earliest
works written for Clarinet and remains one of Mozart’s best-loved works.

Thursday 12th August: Catrin Finch (Harp) and Seckou Keita (Kora)
Welsh harpist Catrin Finch and Senegalese kora player Seckou Keita have been playing together for
the last six years, developing an exciting repertoire of music which draws on the deep harp-based
musical traditions of both countries. The result is a thrilling performance which includes classical
music, traditional folk music and original jazz-inspired new works.
Catrin has won accolades the world over for her virtuosic performances with some of the world's
finest orchestras. A fearless performer, she has also worked with Malian kora player Toumani
Diabaté, and Colombian band Cimarrón, and switches from Bach's Goldberg Variations to traditional
folk or joropo music with apparent ease.
Born into the world-famous royal Keita and griot Cissokho families, Seckou Keita, from the
Casamance area of Senegal, has earned worldwide acclaim for his ground-breaking kora playing. He
recently won the Songlines Best Album (Africa and Middle East) for his solo album 22 Strings. In
addition to his solo career, Seckou has played with his uncle Solo Cissokho and Guinean master
djembe player Mamady Keita, Salif Keita and Youssou N'Dour.
The harp occupies a vital place in the rich cultures of both West Africa and Wales, and both nations
share a centuries-old bardic tradition of intricate oral history, expressed through music, song and
verse. Despite coming from very different musical backgrounds, Catrin and Seckou have found a huge
amount of common ground. They draw on their diverse traditions and transform them with
remarkable synergy; Mandinka rhythms mix effortlessly with Welsh tunes, and hypnotic
improvisations from both traditions create a set which is at once exhilarating and mesmerising.
"When we first started playing, Catrin was trying to write things down and score them, but eventually
she just had to throw the rule book out of the window", says Seckou. "That was when thing started
getting really interesting". As the two of them continued to play together it quickly became apparent
that two seeming disparate nations may in fact be closer than they first appeared. "I'd be playing one
of my pieces, and Seckou would say - 'I know that one'! It made us question whether in fact there was
a deeper history there", says Catrin.

Friday 13th August: The Corvus Vocal Consort and Ferio Saxophone Quartet
The Corvus Consort, a vocal ensemble based in Oxford and directed by founder Freddie
Crowley, has established an enviable reputation for brilliance. Simon Carrington, a founder
member of the King’s Singers, says: “The Corvus Consort is a marvel: glorious voices,
expressive singing, highly creative and imaginative programming, inspired direction!”
During lockdown, the Corvus Consort has joined forces with the Ferio Saxophone Quartet to
explore the possibilities of voices and saxophones, especially in the Baroque and
Renaissance periods. Tonight’s concert is one of the first times that the results of this
collaboration will be presented live.

The concert will include works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Johann Michael Bach, Johann
Christoph Bach, Arcangelo Corelli, Henry Purcell, William Byrd, Orlande de Lassus and
Heinrich Schütz.
In the preface to his Geistliche Chor-Music of 1648, a collection of 29 sacred motets for a
choir of five to seven voices, Heinrich Schütz suggested that some of the vocal parts could be
replaced or doubled by other instruments. He would not have had saxophones in mind, as
the saxophone would not be invented for another 200 years, but that’s not to say he
wouldn’t have found them an excellent choice!
Schütz intended his collection to be a demonstration of good composition without basso
continuo, focussing on contrapuntal techniques as the foundation of good composition. It is
these contrapuntal techniques that make his and other Baroque and Renaissance music so
infinitely adaptable into new forms, new instrumentations, whole new genres. The music of
J. S. Bach is perhaps the most prolific example — symphonic arrangements of his organ
music by Elgar, numerous guitarists performing transcriptions of the keyboard works,
Jacques Loussier’s jazz interpretation of the Goldberg Variations, the Swingle Singers’
a-cappella organ fugue and Wendy Carlos on the Moog synthesiser in 1968 are just some
examples.
Alongside these new arrangements, the Corvus Consort sings Baroque and Renaissance
works in their untouched forms, and the Ferio Saxophone Quartet performs items from their
2018 disc of instrumental Baroque transcriptions ‘Revive’.

Saturday 14th August: Ultimate Elton and the Rocket Band

Saturday Night’s Alright! Some tribute artists look like their idol, some sound like their idol.
Paul Bacon as Sir Elton John does both! Close your eyes and you won’t believe your ears,
open your eyes and you won’t believe them either! You simply won’t find a closer tribute to
Sir Elton John. Rapidly established as the foremost Elton John tribute act in the UK, Ultimate
Elton and The Rocket Band present an uncannily accurate reproduction of the classic live
shows of one of pop music’s most successful and best-loved artists - performances that also
feature some of Elton’s actual costumes, bought from his ‘Out the Closet’ sales!
Ultimate Elton and the Rocket Band draw on Elton John’s amazing catalogue of hits to create
a dynamic and powerful live celebration of Elton’s music featuring many of his classics.
Ultimate Elton and The Rocket Band are much in demand at festivals and theatres
throughout the UK, Europe and beyond. They are three times winner of the prestigious
National Tribute Awards.
Don’t miss this truly spectacular show on the last night of the Winchfield Festival!

The Box Office opens on Saturday 8th May. Buy your tickets online from our website:
https://www.winchfieldfestival.org/tickets.html

